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seas. Mount Ararat, famous in Bible his-
tory, is one of the prominent peaks in this
region. To the west of these ranges is the
plateau of Asia Minor, which has an alti-
tude of about 6,000 feet and upon which
the Taurus Mountains rest. North of the
Caspian Sea are the Urals, a range of low
mountains extending north and south and
forming a portion of the boundary between
Asia and Europe. The lowlands consist of
the great depression which forms a part of
the division between Asia and Europe, and
in which are found the Caspian and Aral
seas and a few smaller salt lakes; the great
Siberian plain, extending from the Altai to
the Arctic coast and having an area which
exceeds that of all Europe, and the lowlands
along the eastern and southern coasts and
the flood plains of the great rivers, such as
the Yang-tse-Kiang, Hoang-ho, Ganges and
Indus.
Rivers. Some of the largest rivers of
Asia flow northward to the Arctic Ocean—
the Obi, the Yenisei and the Lena. The
Hoang-ho, the Yang-tse and the Amur are
the chief of those which flow into the Pacific.
The Ganges, Brahmaputra, Irawaddy and
Indus empty into the Indian Ocean. The
Persian Gulf receives the united waters of
the Euphrates and the Tigris. There are
several systems of inland drainage, large
rivers falling into lakes which have no out-
let. The flood plains of the rivers flowing
into the Pacific and Indian oceans are among
the most fertile regions in the world.
Lakes. The largest lake of Asia is the
Caspian Sea, which receives the Kur from the
Caucasus (with its tributary, the Aras, from
Armenia), and the Sefid Rud and other
streams from Persia (besides the Volga,
from European Russia, and the Ural). The
Caspian lies in the center of a great depres-
sion, being eighty-three feet below the level
of the Sea of Azov. East from the Caspian
is the Sea of Aral, which, like the Caspian,
has no outlet, and is fed by the rivers Amu-
Darya (Oxns) and Syr-Darya. Still farther
east, to the north of the Thian-Shan Moun-
tains, and fed by the Hi and other streams,
is Lake Balkash, also without an outlet and
very salt. Other lakes laving no communica-
tion "with the ocean are Lob-Nor, in the
Desert of Gobi, receiving the river Tarim
and the Dead Sea, far below the level of the
Mediterranean, and fed by the Jordan. The
chief fresh-water lake is Lake Baikal, in the
 southern part of Siberia, a mountain lake
from which the Yenisei draws a portion of
its waters.
Mineral Resources. The mineral re-
sources of Asia are very extensive, though
the most valuable of them have not yet been
developed. The southern portion of the con-
tinent has for centuries been famous for its
precious stones, such as the diamonds of Gol-
conda, the sapphires of Ceylon, the rubies of
Burma and the jade of Turkestan. In the
Malay peninsula and adjoining islands are
found the richest tin mines of the world.
Copper and mercury occur in Japan, coal
is found in large quantities in China, and to
some extent in Japan, while throughout the
interior are numerous deposits of iron ore
which appear to be of great value. In the
eastern portion of Siberia are valuable gold
mines, and the Ural Mountains contain con-
siderable gold and are the most important
source of platinum in the world. Around the
Caspian Sea, and in Burma and Sumatra,
are regions from which petroleum is ob-
tained. The vicinity of the Caspian Sea
yields more than the oil fields of the United
States. In general, the lowlands near the
coast and along the rivers are covered with
a rich soil, as is a large portion of the great
Siberian plain; but much of the interior is
unfertile, either because of its high altitude
and consequently cold climate, or for lack of
sufficient moisture.
Climate. Every variety of climate may be
experienced in Asia, but as a whole the con-
tinent is marked by extremes of heat and
cold and by great dryness, this in particular
being the case with vast regions in the center
of the continent and distant from the sea.
The great lowland region of Siberia has a
short but very hot summer, and a long in-
tensely cold winter, the rivers and their es-
tuaries being fast bound with ice, and at a
certain depth the soil being frozen all the
year round. The northern part of China, to
the east of Central Asia, has a temperate
climate with a warm summer, and in the
extreme north a severe winter. The districts
lying to the south of the central region, com-
prising the Indian and Indo-Chinese penin-
sulas, Southern China and the adjacent
islands, present the characteristic climate and
vegetation of the southern temperate and
tropical regions, modified by the effects of
altitude. Some localities in Southeastern
Asia have the heaviest rainfall anywhere

